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CHAPTEE XIIL

RELIGION.

No people, at the present day, can he explained by
their national religion. They do not feel responsible
for it; it lies far outside of them, Their loyalty to
truth, and their labour and expenditure, rest on real
foundations, and not on a national church. And
English life, it is evident, does not grow out of the
Athanasian creed, or the Articles, or the Eucharist.
It is with religion as with marriage. A youth marries
in haste; afterwards, when his mind is opened to the
reason of the conduct of life, he is asked what he
thinks of the institution of marriage, and of the right
relations of the sexes, "I should have much to say/
he might reply, " if the question were open, but I have
a wife and children, and all question is closed for me."
In the barbarous days of a nation, some cultus is
formed or imported; altars are built, tithes are paid,
priests ordained. The education and expenditure of
the country take that direction, and when wealth,
refinement, great men, and ties to the world, super-
vene, its prudent men say, why fight against Fate, or
lift these absurdities which are now mountainous 1